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1, Rumors persist that Col. Yrancisco Javier Arana, Chief of the Armed lorces

of Cuatemala, is contemplating a coup to overthrow FPresident Arevalo, fellowlng
eriticism by the latter end the National Congress directed toward the meddling
of the Army and 4rana in politics. Arana has considerable support and symmathy
among, conservative elements and groups of the civilien population, particularly
the DNE (Union Nacional EZleectoral)e Lic. Burenio Silva iena, former Minister
of Foreisn Relatioms, is believed to be supporting Arana, and secretly aiding
his cause against Arevalo.

2. As & result of the protest of the National Congress, the Superior Council
af Dafense (Consejo Superior de la Defensa) was called into urgent session
during the week ending 6 Hovember. Col. Arams who is a "first vocal”
of the Superior Council by virtue of his position as chief of the armer forces,
rus ouestioned concerning the alleged "Arana for Presidemt” propaganda that
j& being carried out in the various departments of the Farublie, Arama is
said to have replied that he is ignorant of any such gctivity on his nart, and
that if rersons are working for his candidacy they are doing so without his
authnrization. Arane and ¥ajor Jacobo Arbenz, ifinister of Jar, were both asked
what their attitude woulé be should Iresident Arevalo attempt to remove other
military governors from their posts. Arana and Arbenz are said to have hedged on
making & direct reply, merely stating that in the two instances cited by the
Superior Council the officers concerned had besn transferred to important
posts within the Army itself, and thus their removal was not actually a reflection

on the Army.

Two days after the first meeting, e second urgent meeting of the Superior
chuncil of Defense was called to which neither /rana nor Arbenz was invited.
orough discussion of the national political situation rerortecdly took
and the following conclusions were reached.
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0 That Arevalo has given Luatemala the reputation abroad of being .
R on the side of Communism. That the administration has commit*:d
CONN many serious errors which have receivad national and international
3 }j condem-.ation. That it has permitted the infiltration intn the
\2\\%} ’ : country of cdangerous elements and doctrines of a Communist character.
L NGE i
) i ) That Arevalo has consistently shown his disregard for the Vatiomal
;:;’ 5 s S ‘ Army, and has evidenced whgt avpears tn be a qowiti desire to
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destroy it. Counsecquently, it behooves the Army to look
to the safety of its organization. N

C. That the new American Ambassador to Guatemala undoubtedly
will have as his number one mission the control and elimination,
where possible, of Communism inm Central Amerieca. That there
is a regl danger that the Army, by its support of the Arevalo
Covermment, will be.viewsed in the eyes of the United States
Government as sharing the Communist polioies of the Arevalo
Government.

D. That if disturbances should break out during the coming congres-
sional elasctions (26227-28 November), the Army, headed by
"officers of the school® should move in, force Arevalo's
rosignation, close Congress, and remove Arana (not a graduate
of the Politechnic school) from his position as Chief of the
Armod Forces, then set up an interim govermment to rule until
new presidential elections can be held,

It is renorted that Arana way endeavor to force the resipgnation of Cod. Vietor
Sandoval, director of the Guardia Civil, and a brother-in~law of President
4revalo. Presumably, Sandoval would be replaced by an officer of Arana's
choosing. 1f Arana should succead in this effort, it would grea*l y increase
his strength within the army, and would moreover indicate his superior power
in the contsst with Arevalo.
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